
Cooling Center Guidelines 

 

In cooperation with the Town of Catskill, the Catskill Senior Center and the Catskill Public Library, the 

Village of Catskill has established Cooling Centers to help protect community members who are 

vulnerable to extreme heat.  

 

When the Cooling Centers Are Available 

 

The Cooling Centers will operate during their usual open hours whenever the Greene County Health 

Department or another governmental agency issues a heat advisory due to a high temperature forecast. 

 

The Catskill Senior Center will operate as a Cooling Center on days when a heat advisory is in effect 

during its usual open hours from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  

 

The Catskill Public Library will operate as a Cooling Center on days when a heat advisory is in effect 

during its usual open hours: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Mondays and Fridays, 11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. 

 

Who Is Eligible to Use the Cooling Centers 

 

Residents of the Town or Village of Catskill who are age 55 or older, or adults over 18 who have health 

conditions that make them vulnerable to high temperatures, are eligible to use the Cooling Centers on a 

drop-in basis during the days and hours when the Senior Center and/or Library are operating as Cooling 

Centers. Children are accepted at the Library Cooling Center if accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Residents in wheelchairs are advised to use the Library's side entrance on W. Bridge Street. 

 

Rules for Using the Cooling Centers 

 

Maximum occupancy for the Senior Center is 112 people in the main room, 86 in the dining area and 38 

in the library area. Maximum occupancy for the Public Library's main floor is 100 people. If either 

location reaches maximum occupancy on a day when a heat advisory is in effect, staff will direct people 

arriving after maximum occupancy is reached to go to a grocery store, shopping center or other air-

conditioned public space to avoid excessive heat. Staff at each Cooling Center location will keep a 

record of the number of people using it as a cooling center on each day when a heat advisory is in effect. 

 

Users of the Cooling Centers are welcome to participate in any of the regular Senior Center or Library 

activities taking place while they are there, and are encouraged to do so, provided they do not disrupt the 

activities or cause problems for other participants. 

 

Users of the Cooling Centers may not stay after closing time when staff prepare to close the building and 

leave for the day. We encourage users of the Senior Center Cooling Center to move to the Library. On 

Saturday and Sunday afternoons when both Cooling Centers are closed but a heat advisory is in effect, 

we encourage community members who need to avoid excessive heat to go to a grocery store, shopping 

center or other air-conditioned public space. 

 

Unfortunately, the Cooling Centers are not able to accommodate pets. 


